Impaired 5-hydroxytryptamine tachyphylaxis in migraine.
Tachyphylaxis (TPX) to the spasmogenic activity of 5HT can be demonstrated in vivo in the superficial hand dorsal veins in man by the computerized venotest. The 5HT-TPX is reverted by previous local naloxone administration. Tachyphylaxis to 5HT is usually absent in the migraineur. The restored 5HT spasmogenic effect by naloxone suggests the possibility of local opioid apparatus participation in TPX to 5HT.